
 

Conversations with God Sermon Series 

Part 1 – Answered Prayer 

Pastor Mark Scarr 

2 Corinthians 1:8-11 

 

Starter: Divide your group into several mini groups of 3-4 people each. Within these smaller 
groups have each person share the heaviest thing they have ever lifted? What was it and for 
how long did they have to hold/carry it? Come back together. 
Often times we view prayer as a last resort. Today we are going to see how it is, in fact, the 
underpinning of an individual or an endeavor. 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 
Discussion points: 

1. This week’s sermon was an introductory teaching on prayer. Ask your group members 
to give a personal, one sentence definition of ‘prayer’. 

2. The sermon was 2 parts. The first part examined 3 KEY phrases and the second part 
was how Pastor Mark summarizes the nature of ANSWERED PRAYER. The first phrase 
comes from verse 8 and the latter 2 from verse 11. 

3. “ Under great pressure”  referred to “ a crushing burden”  that was “ beyond our ability”  or 
“ off the charts” . Exaggeration or hyperbole was used to emphasize the seriousness of 
the claim. Pastor Mark used an Olympic Bar Bell to emphasize this point. He had trouble 
lifting it and once he had it up it was clear that he wouldn’t be able to hold it for long 
without help. Ask if any of the group members can relate and if so are any willing to 
share why? 

4. The 2nd phrase was from verse 11 ‘as you help us by your prayers’. As you help us is 4 
words in English but in Greek it is one 3-part word – sun/hupo/ergon that referred to 
“ working with another under something” . Pastor Mark invited 2 fellows up on stage to 
help him lift the Bar Bell. Ask the group what his point was? Ask them if this is 
consistent with how they view prayer and if not how does it alter their view. The key to 
being able to lift that weight was what? Asking for help/TRANSPARENCY. In our culture 
we would actually hurt ourselves under the weight of our burdens than ask for help 
through prayer. Ask the group why that might be? 

5. The 3rd phrase is from the second half of verse 11. ‘Then many _____ will give thanks” . 
The word left out of many translations is ‘faces’. Partnering in prayer doesn’t just affect 
the life of the one being prayed for. Those who pray are changed. 

6. Pastor Mark listed 7 observations about answered prayer. Review them and ask the group 
members to comment on one or two that really resonates with them and share why. [1. It 
often begins with a DESPERATE NEED, 2. This sometimes leads to a PERCEIVED 
CONCLUSION (Paul honestly felt he might die), 3. God wants to teach us to TRUST HIM, 4. 
Then comes the ANSWERED PRAYER (yes, no, wait, this not that), 5. This is meant to lead 
to CONSTANT EXPECTATION, 6. Praying is an EXCITING PARTNERSHIP, and 7. Through 
united PRAYER we experience great JOY as we together see our prayers being answered.]  

 
Diving Deeper: Take the requests shared by your fellow Connect group members and commit 
them to God on their behalf daily. Join your faith with theirs in believing for answered prayer 
and the ‘eyes’ to see it!! 


